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REVIEW

From: Prof. Atanas Georgiev Lyondev, PhD, habilitated at the Higher School of
Security and Economics, Plovdiv, in the field of higher education 3. Social, economic and legal
sciences, professional field 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty: Finance, money circulation ,

credit and insurance

About: the scientific works of the candidate Emilya Angelova Kasova, PhD, presented
for participation in a competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" at the
Higher School of Security and Economics, Plovdiv, in the field of higher education 3. Social,
economic and legal sciences, professional field 3.8 Economics (health economics), published
in the State Gazette, issue 83/03.10.2023

| present my review on this competition, as a member of the Scientific Jury, determined
by Order No 058/27.01.2024 of the Rector of HSSE.

The review was developed according to the requirements of the current Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff, the requirements of the Regulations for the Application
of the Law and the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of VUSI, Plovdiv.

In the current competition for associate professor, there is one candidate - Emilya
Angelova Kasova, PhD. The same has obtained the Doctorate from the National Center for
Public Health and Analysis, Sofia, in the scientific specialty "Social medicine and organization
of health care and pharmacy*, with diploma No. 15/19.12.2014 for a defended dissertation on
the topic: Application of the financial and economic analysis in the management of specialized
hospitals for rehabilitation - "National Complex" EAD. The candidate has submitted all the

necessary documents for the competition.
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1. GENERAL PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
ABOUT THE APPLICANT

Emilya Kasova, PhD completed two master's degrees 1) master's degree in public health
and health management at Medical University, Sofia, professional qualification "Health
Management™ in 2009. 2) Master of Economics at the University of National and World
Economy, Sofia, specialization "Accounting and Control". He specialized in Healthcare
Economics at the Medical University, Sofia during the period 2011-2013.

Since 2017 and until now, Kasova, PhD works at the Medical University of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs as the head of the "Financial Management and Economics of Health Care"
department. During the period 2011-2017. is a financial controller at the National Center for
Public Health and Analysis, and from 2000-2011 he was the head of the "Accounting, Finance
and Planning” department at "SBR-NK" EAD.

During her long professional experience in the field of healthcare economics, finance,
accounting and control, Kasova, PhD participated in numerous working groups, projects to
improve working conditions and greater safety of employees at "SBR-NK" EAD, control of
budget expenditures on international projects at the Medical Institute of the Ministry of the
Interior. He is the author of publications in various specialized publications on the issues of

organization and management of problems related to the economics of health care.

2. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PRESENTED
FOR REVIEW OF PUBLICATIONS

According to the presented list of publications, the candidate has 22 publications related
to the subject of the competition. Of these, | accept for review the twenty-two scientific works
that were published after obtaining the educational and scientific degree "doctor". They can be
grouped as follows:

First group: independent monograph - 1 issue: "Financial and economic analysis in the
management of a complex of medical facilities”, Ed. "Direct Services" OOD, Sofia, 2019 -
monograph, 199 pages, ISBN 978-619-7171-67-9

Second group: Published article, published in a referenced and indexed in a world-

famous database with scientific information (Web of science) - 1 pc.



- Improving the organization and management of funding as a factor for health security,
Bulgarian Journal of Public Health, vol. 15, vol. 3, Publication of the National Center for Public
Health and Analysis, Sofia, 2023, pp. 23-32, ISSN 1313-860X

Third group: Scientific publications in periodicals and collections of articles and reports,
published in non-refereed journals, with scientific review, or published in edited collective
volumes in Bulgarian - 20 items, of which 16 in Bulgarian, 2 in English and 2 in co-authorship.

From the publications submitted for review, the following conclusions and conclusions
can be drawn:

1. Interms of their content, the publications of Emilya Kasova, PhD correspond to the
scientific specialty for which the competition for the academic position of "associate
professor™ has been announced.

2. There is a wide awareness and presence of rich and diverse interests in current
issues of health care economics.

3. There is a marked interest in both detailed and comprehensive and complete
consideration of the researched topic, influence of objective and subjective factors.

4. The candidate's possibilities for independent scientific activity are clearly
highlighted.

5. The works accepted for review were printed both in our country and abroad.

Two of the presented publications are in a foreign language.

From the general analysis of the publications, | believe that the candidate has the qualities
of a scientist with wide-ranging knowledge in the field of his research, and the published
materials would be of interest not only to narrow specialists, but also to a wider range of readers
who to receive complete systematized information, both for use in their activity and for general
culture, training and self-education.

Kasova, PhD has 19 citations in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals.

The candidate’s participation in the competition is with his entire professional, scientific
and research biography, which includes numerous expert and management positions,
participation in projects and working groups, incl. and participation in national and
international scientific and professional forums.

So far, | am not aware of any information about plagiarism.



3. SCIENTOMETRICAL DATA (COMPLIANCE WITH NECESSARY
MINIMUM NATIONAL REQUIREMENTYS)

According to the report presented by Emilya Kasova, PhD on the implementation of the
necessary minimum national requirements, acc. Art. 2b and Art. 26 of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and Appendix to Art. 1a, para.
1 of the Regulations for its implementation (PPZRASRB), adopted by PMS No. 202 of
10.09.2010, final update from 19.02.2019, tab. 2. "Number of points according to the
candidate's indicators", the same are in the amount of 465 points, with which the candidate has
fully fulfilled the necessary requirements for the academic position of "associate professor".

4. PEDAGOGICAL ACTIVITY AND EXPERIENCE

Emilya Kasova, PhD is not a typical teacher with academic experience and a long
teaching career, as she has not held the position of a full-time or part-time teacher in a higher
education institution, but is in the civil service at the Medical Institute of the Ministry of the
Interior. She is a representative of the practice, fulfilling the requirements of Art. 24, para. 1,
item 2, letter d of ZRASRB - to have been a specialist in practice for at least two years and to
have proven achievements in his field. The latter are proven by the presented documents in a
convincing and indisputable way. Being a representative from practice, this did not prevent her
from acquiring excellent theoretical and pedagogical training, which is expressed in the

scientific production presented for review.

5. SIGNIFICANCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE AND PRACTICE

Emilya Kassova's, PhD papers submitted for review represent her interest and abilities.
As a scientist and expert, her interests are obviously in the organization and management of
the health care economy, and certain areas in this system can be revealed - first of all, the
normative provision of the main activities, in accordance with European and national
legislation in the field of health care; in the second place — management of processes and
phenomena in the sector, accompanied by exceptional attention and precision to the
clarification of the conceptual apparatus that is used; in the third place — placing the decisions
important for the system on a scientific basis, using modern approaches, methods and models

widely. In view of the works and experience of the author, we can characterize her as a scientist
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with a strong orientation towards scientific and scientific-applied contributions, i.e. has the
qualities of a theoretician, evident from her attitude to the problem area, to historical analysis,
etc., and the main merits are in the practical use of her expertise - evident from the numerous
publications related to the theme of the competition.

The original scientific, scientific-applied and applied contributions related to the
publications presented by the candidate for review are the following:

Scientific contributions to the popularization and enrichment of existing knowledge in
economic theory and innovations in science concerning their management

The dissertation and the monograph are the first in our country such detailed and detailed
works on a subject that has not been sufficiently researched so far, based on extensive research
and analysis of such problem areas as: research on the management of a complex of medical
institutions, by performing a financial and economic analysis (scientific way to generate
income or reduce costs) in different development options for effective organization and
management.

Of a contributing nature are the research of problems related to measurement and
evaluation of the influence of health determinants, by using various indicators to measure the
economic efficiency of the health system and the production function to optimize resources, in
order to achieve the highest health results.

Scientific and applied contributions to the popularization and enrichment of existing
experience in healthcare practice

The study of some conceptual problems of the economy of health care, related to its
financing, with a scientific-applied contribution character, highlighting various manifestations,
in the conditions of ongoing permanent health reform. The scientific contribution is in the
direction of achieving maximum use of the opportunities and potential of health insurance, for
financing and achieving the main health and social goals. It is also a contributing point that two
types of problems are brought up for the first time - first, the underfunding of the health care
system in some health structures and, second, problems related to the need for changes in the
regulatory framework and electronic health care. An author's version of a model for automation
and digitization of the national health system in the Republic of Bulgaria is proposed.

Applied Contributions

The conducted situational analysis of a complex of medical facilities further develops the

theoretical approach for formulating important decisions of a practical-applied nature.



6. CRITICAL NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I know the candidate, which allows me to say that he is a professional with a serious
business card, with a consistent and clear approach to the problems related to the regulation of
processes and activities in health care, with extensive professional and management experience
acquired in the health field, financial control and the accounting field. It is obvious that the
candidate has a good education (two master's degrees and a doctorate) and a professional
qualification in the field of his scientific creativity.

I have no significant critical remarks towards Emilya Kasova, PhD regarding her
production presented in the competition for associate professor. Given the experience gained
and the authority gained, |1 recommend Kasova, PhD to continue his activities as a teacher,
maintaining research activities with participation in scientific projects, publishing textbooks
and scientific production in global databases.

CONCLUSION

The scientific production submitted for review is sufficient in terms of type, volume and
quality and meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in
the Republic of Bulgaria, the Rules for its Implementation and the Rules for the Development
of the Academic Staff of HSSE, Plovdiv. The candidate's publications show that he has good
theoretical and practical training and is distinguished by research qualities in the studied fields
of knowledge.

Given the quantitative and qualitative characteristics of the presented scientific
publications, the significance of the contributions to science and practice, and the applicant's
qualities, I consider that the application fully meets the requirements for holding the academic
position of "Associate professor". On this basis, | give a positive assessment and recommend
the members of the respected Scientific Jury to vote positively and propose to the Academic
Council of HSSE that Emilya Kasova, PhD, be elected to the academic position of " Associate
professor " at HSSE, Plovdiv, in the field of higher education 3. Social, economic and legal

sciences, professional direction 3.8. Economics (Health Economics).

14/02/2024 Reviewer:
(Prof. Atanas Lyondev PhD)



