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1. Relevance and Significance of the Research Problem

The dissertation addresses a pivotal core question: “To what extent and in what
manner does the Border Guard of the Republic of Poland effectively counter
contemporary threats on the eastern state border, thereby contributing to
guaranteeing Poland's national security?”. The author successfully deconstructs this
overarching problem into detailed research sub-questions. These cover the nature and
dynamics of the threats, the adequacy of the existing organizational model, the
effectiveness of inter-agency cooperation, the deployment of modern technologies,
and the formation's readiness to respond to alternative scenarios within the security
environment.

The relevance of this study is undeniable, driven by the imperative need to
identify strategic, research-backed, and practical solutions to accumulated challenges
in today’s volatile and uncertain environment. This issue is directly linked to the role
of the border guard within the broader national security architecture of the Republic
of Poland and the security of the European Union's external borders, particularly in

the context of escalating risks along the Eastern Flank.

2. General Overview and Structure of the Dissertation



The dissertation spans 258 pages and features a well-balanced structural
design. It comprises an introductory methodological section (“Introductory Issues”),
three logically interconnected chapters, a concluding section detailing findings and
recommendations, a comprehensive bibliography, reference lists (for figures, tables,
and abbreviations), and extended abstracts in both Polish and English. The
architecture of the work follows a strict academic logic—making a seamless
transition from theoretical and methodological foundations and regulatory-
institutional analysis to the empirical study of eastern border security under the
pressure of intense migration influxes and asymmetric/hybrid threats.

The inclusion of 12 tables and 5 figures successfully organizes the empirical
data and illustrates key structural and functional relationships. The content is
structured to allow a systematic escalation of the scholarly argument: moving from
the core functions of the Border Guard and international cooperation mechanisms to
a granular analysis of operational practices along the borders with Ukraine, Belarus,
and the Russian Federation. The extensive bibliography contains 181 items,
including 58 monographs and strategic reports, 13 specialized academic journal
articles, 45 legislative and regulatory acts, and 65 authoritative electronic sources.

The dissertation is theoretical and empirical in nature, utilizing a
comprehensive, mixed-methods research strategy. At the theoretical level, the author
applies systems analysis, institutional-legal frameworks, and comparative
approaches, combined with a critical literature review. The empirical layer integrates
document analysis, statistical data processing, case studies, and scenario-based
planning. This diversified methodological toolkit is highly appropriate, enabling the
precise identification of the causal links between the regulatory, organizational, and

operational levels of the Border Guard's activities.

3. Classification of Scholarly and Practical Contributions



The findings presented in the dissertation offer distinct scholarly novelty and
pronounced practical value, which can be categorized as follows:

Theoretical and Methodological Contributions (Scholarly
Achievements):

1. Conceptualization of a novel systems approach to the study of the
Border Guard, shifting the analytical focus from viewing the formation merely as a
physical border defense agency to evaluating it as an integrated, foundational pillar
of the national security architecture.

2. Creation of an original, holistic analytical model that successfully
integrates the dynamics of migration processes, internal security, inter-agency
cooperation, and countermeasures against hybrid threats through an
interdisciplinary lens.

3. Execution of an interpretative breakthrough in security studies by
organically linking the concept of border security with the broader strategic
paradigm of state resilience.

Empirical and Applied Contributions (Practical Achievements):

4. Development of a multidimensional applied model for performance
evaluation within the Border Guard, which builds upon traditional quantitative
metrics by embedding indicators for interoperability, management processes,
analytical capacity, and organizational sustainability.

5. Systematization and diagnosis of critical operational gaps in the
Border Guard's adaptation processes under persistent migration pressure, focusing
specifically on crisis management, technological integration, risk analysis, and
personnel stabilization.

6. Application of an innovative scenario analysis to verify and test the
current operational model of the Border Guard against alternative, high-risk

trajectories of the security environment along the eastern axis.



7. Formulation of precisely structured practical recommendations
derived directly from empirical diagnosis, characterized by immediate real-world
applicability for management bodies, thus avoiding generic or purely declarative

academic platitudes.

4. Evaluation of the Research Results and Contributions

The fundamental scientific value of this research lies in its successful bridging
of the fragmented scholarly literature, which historically focused on legal,
organizational, or migration issues in isolation. The dissertation validates the thesis
that the Border Guard must be analyzed at the intersection of law, public policy, and
operational practice. This interdisciplinary framework provides a profound
understanding not only of the formal legal foundations governing the force, but also
of the actual dynamics of its functioning during acute border crises, intense migration
influxes, and asymmetric threats.

The research results generate qualitatively new knowledge within the
discipline. They shift the existing paradigm by positioning the Border Guard not as
an isolated executive structure, but as a highly integrated, system-defining
component of national security. The analytical lens deployed by the author
illuminates and defines the complex causal interdependencies between regulatory
frameworks, organizational models, technological equipment, inter-agency

interaction, and actual operational practices in border defense.

5. Evaluation of the Dissertation Abstract and Linked Publications

The submitted dissertation abstract (autoreferat) is prepared in full compliance
with regulatory standards. It provides an objective, systematic, and accurate
reflection of the core structural components, key theoretical propositions, empirical

findings, and the designated scholarly and practical contributions of the dissertation.
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The candidate’s research output on the topic comprises 12 specialized
publications. These scholarly works represent an essential part of the research
process and fully reflect its outcomes. The publications provide the necessary public
visibility and legitimacy for the dissertation's conclusions, making them accessible
to the academic community and security practitioners. This research activity fully
meets (and exceeds) the rigorous national minimum quantitative and qualitative
criteria for awarding the higher doctorate degree of "Doctor of Science" in

Professional Field 9.1. National Security.

6. Critical Comments and Recommendations

The submitted dissertation demonstrates high academic standards; therefore,
the following comments are intended as constructive recommendations for the
candidate's future research and the refinement of documentation:

1. Regarding the research output, it is noted that a portion of the
candidate's articles submitted to satisfy the national minimum requirements are
indexed in Google Scholar and accessible via the OJS (Open Journal Systems)
platform, but are not currently indexed in Scopus or Web of Science. All of them are
fully verified and active on the author’s official profile.

2. In the submitted report for meeting national minimum criteria, a minor
technical error occurred regarding the allocation of the standard 100 points for the
respective mandatory groups of indicators. | recommend that this administrative
oversight be adjusted in the documentation to align precisely with regulatory
requirements prior to the final defense.

3. Given the candidate’s strong research potential, [ recommend that future
academic efforts be directed toward publishing studies, articles, and papers in

international peer-reviewed journals indexed in major global databases (such as



Scopus and Web of Science). This will significantly enhance the international

visibility and citation impact of this valuable research in border security.

7. Conclusion and Formal Recommendation

By virtue of its relevance, content, volume, methodology, and structure, the
dissertation submitted by Wojciech Krzysztof Pac, Ph.D., fully satisfies all legal
requirements for awarding the degree of "Doctor of Science" as stipulated by the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act and its
implementing regulations. The dissertation and its accompanying publications
represent independent, deep scholarly work and successfully substantiate the claimed
theoretical and practical contributions.

All of the above provides me with a firm basis to extend an unequivocal
POSITIVE EVALUATION to the dissertation entitled “The Role of the Border
Guard in Protecting the National Security of Poland and Countering Threats on the
Eastern Border”.

Based on the achieved results and the demonstrated scholarly maturity of the
candidate, | confidently recommend to the honorable Scientific Jury that they award
the degree of ""Doctor of Science' (D.Sc.) in Professional Field 9.1. National

Security to Wojciech Krzysztof Pac, Ph.D.

Date: 13.08. 2026 Prepared the opinion by:
prof.. ............... /Bahchevanov/, DSc.



