Review

by Prof. Dr. Stavry Ferdov, Department of "Preservation of Public Order and Border
Control" at the Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of
Bulgaria for the dissertation work of Dr. Wojciech Patz in a competition for the
degree of "Doctor of Sciences”, at the Academy of National and Information
Security, Plovdiv, professional field 9.1 "National Security", with the topic "THE
ROLE OF THE BORDER GUARD IN THE PROTECTION OF THE NATIONAL
SECURITY OF POLAND AND AGAINST THREATS ON THE EASTERN
BORDER"

1. Results of the study

The presented dissertation examines the Polish Border Guard, as a key body in the
national security system, responsible for the protection of the state border and

countering threats on the eastern border of the country.

The relevance and significance of the work presented in the competition are
predetermined by the state of the security environment in the world and the old
continent. Poland and in particular the Polish border guard are facing extremely
serious threats and challenges. A war is being waged on the eastern border of the

country, and Poland has once again become a frontline state for several decades.

The dissertation work provides a theoretical and empirical analysis of the role of

the Polish border guard in these qualitatively new conditions.



The object, subject, goal (goals), tasks, methods and scope of the study are
correctly defined. The scientific work is strengthened by the operationalization

of the research tasks and the developed hypotheses that are proven in the study.

The developed methodology is very impressive, which for me is a particularly
important indicator of scientificity and originality, a characteristic requirement

for a ""doctor of science"".

The combination of theoretical and empirical methods strengthens the
argumentation of the theses, because this way they become testable, verifiable. The
common thread in the theoretical approaches used, is a systematic study of numerous
literary sources, but also quantitative and qualitative empirical research, expressed

in a study of empirical cases and expert interviews conducted.

The dissertation itself is structured with the following idea: To diagnose the
Polish Border Guard system based on its role in the national security system of the
Republic of Poland, and for the purpose of the analysis, the triangulation approach is
used: analysis and synthesis of the legal, organizational and operational aspects of
the activities of the Polish Border Guard. Additionally, the threats and challenges
facing it on the eastern border in the context of Russia's war against Ukraine are
examined. Based on this diagnosis, comprehensive recommendations of a short-

term, medium-term and long-term nature are made.

In this sense, the dissertation research enriches the accumulated knowledge and
practice in this area.The author analyzes and synthesizes conclusions, summaries

and recommendations by expressing his own opinions and reasoned positions.
A large-scale theoretical and statistical basis was used to prove the author's theses.

2. Original contributions of the dissertation



| recognize as an original result in scientific research the application of a systematic
and empirical approach in proving the main and operational hypotheses by the

author, namely:

1. Development of an own, systematic approach to the Border Guard as a national

security structure, and not only as a force for protecting state borders.

2. Integration of the perspectives of migration, border security, internal security,

inter-institutional cooperation and hybrid threats into a single analytical model.

3. Proposing a model for assessing the effectiveness of the Border Guard, covering
not only performance indicators, but also processes, interoperability, analytical

capacity and organizational sustainability.

4. ldentification and organization of key gaps in the adaptation of the Border Guard
in conditions of long-term migratory pressure and hybrid threats, especially in the
areas of crisis management, integration of technologies with risk analysis and

stabilization of personnel.

5. Application of scenario analysis to assess the adequacy of the Border Guard
operational model in relation to alternative scenarios for the development of the

security environment in the eastern direction.

6. Formulation of structured theoretical and practical recommendations arising
directly from the research diagnosis, for a short-term, medium-term and long-term

perspective.
3. Considerations, remarks and recommendations:

1. In my humble opinion, the title of the dissertation (for me) should be edited. Apart
from the fact that the title does not carry for me prerequisites for knowledge with

noticeable heuristic potential, especially for the professional guild of border police



(what a title for a doctoral dissertation should be), it is also composite. A title like:
“Threats and Challenges Facing the Polish Border Guard on the Eastern Borders of

the Country” would be quite reasonable (for me).

Regarding the “role” of the Border Police for national security: yes, it is large and

without from proving in a dissertation for a doctor of sciences.

2. In certain parts, the dissertation rather touches on professional (for border police)
problems. Another issue is that this "touching"” has a compilation and particularized
nature. In my opinion, this applies more to operational aspects than to
organizational and least of all legal aspects (i.e. the proposed and used

triangulation in diagnostics with reason by the author).
Arguments for this are:

- the dissertation does not consider what border control is (surveillance plus checks),

what it consists of.
- in this regard, EUROSUR is a surveillance system.

- the new migration pact, which has been mentioned in different versions twice, has
already entered into force on June 12, 2026. and from it, specific operational
procedures for the border police and migration structures of the EU countries arise
at the external borders (understand, for Poland, the eastern borders). Screening and

profiling and new centers are the starting point for this, etc., etc.

- the central concept of integrated border management (part of EU Regulation
2018/1896) is not mentioned, although the content of the dissertation is in such a

spirit, and the role of liaison officers is very extensively studied.

3. | recommend the author to cite accurately. The question has two sides.



Yes, on the one hand, he duly and quite correctly cited the source of the data for part
of his independent empirical study illustrated with graphs (the data from Frontex).
On the other hand, the similarity coefficients in the anti-plagiarism program in Polish
slightly exceed the generally accepted ones. In the dissertation, KC 1 =30.9, and KC
2 =9.48. The second indicator (KC2), however, exceeds the norms twice. This does
not automatically mean plagiarism, but almost the entire part of coefficient 1 is taken
from one's own source (shown by the detailed report of the program), one's own
monograph on a similar issue, published in Polish in Bulgaria in 2025. The source is
not indicated in the citations and bibliography in the dissertation, but is indicated as
a related publication only in the abstract. The dissertation is not indicated either as a
literary or as an internet source (from where the program shows that it was used).
Regardless of the fact that we are talking about “self-plagiarism”, it is appropriate to
cite the source and avoid detailed tracking of the full report by the reviewer. After

all, this is a dissertation for a doctor of sciences.

4. | have had the opportunity to note in another similar review by a Polish colleague
in a competition for a “doctor of sciences” that full correspondence between the
dissertation and the abstract is necessary. | will only note once more that the
dissertation is defended in Bulgaria. In this sense, it is also a good idea to translate
the dissertation itself into Bulgarian. This would help to overcome inaccuracies and

discrepancies.
4. Conclusion:

1. With the considerations, remarks and recommendations expressed in this

way, | give a positive review of the scientific work presented in the competition.
2. The scientometric indicators are presented correctly.

Reviewer: Prof. Dr. Stavri Ferdov
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