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The preparation of this review was assigned by decision of the scientific jury,
determined by order of the rector of the Academy of National and Information
Security Ne 192/18.05.2026.

As a member of the scientific jury, | received a dissertation, an abstract to it
and accompanying administrative documentation in electronic format.

The review was prepared on the basis of the Law on the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the Regulations for the
implementation of LDASRB and the Regulations of the Academy of National and
Information Security for the implementation of the Law on the Development of the

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

1. Relevance and significance of the problem developed in the dissertation
work

The relevance of research in the dissertation problem is determined by the
rapid deterioration over the past almost 10 years of the security environment near
Poland's eastern border, resulting in a developing migration crisis, growing hybrid
threats and increasing cross-border crime activity. These threats to national security
have made border protection an important component of a state's resilience and
ability to respond to crisis situations.

This is why any new knowledge in this area is met with increased interest.

The significance of the study is determined by the fact that The Polish Border
Guard is considered not only as a structure for protecting state borders, but as a key
element of the national security system. The paper adopts the perspective that the
protection of the eastern border, which is also the external border of the European
Union and the Schengen Area, is an area where border, internal, international and,
under certain circumstances, military security intersect, which creates a basis for
examining Border Guarding from a legal and political perspective, as well as from

an operational practice perspective.



The developed dissertation convinces us of the significance of the research
with the main goal that has been set, namely: “to determine the role of the Polish
Border Guard in protecting national security along the eastern border and to assess
the effectiveness of its activities in this regard”, as well as the specific objectives,
which include: “identification and typology of threats on the eastern border, analysis
of the legal status and organizational structure of the Border Guard, assessment of
the effectiveness of countering classic and hybrid threats, study of the quality of
cooperation with other entities of the security system, assessment of the use of
surveillance technologies and data analysis, as well as a scenario forecast for the
development of the security situation in the eastern direction”.

The scope and depth of the research, the traditional and electronic sources
used from 146 titles, as well as the presentation of some of the results in this
dissertation work in 12 publications, allows us to conclude that the author knows the
subject area very well and has entered the research problem to a large extent. This
allows him to make an accurate assessment of the current state of this problem.

The author used appropriate scientific methods to conduct the research, which

allows him to substantiate his scientific results.

2. A brief analytical description of the nature and credibility of the
material on which the contributions of the dissertation are built

The work is presented as a completed independent scientific study. It consists
of an list of abbreviations, introduction, three sections, conclusions and
recommendations, and bibliography, in a total volume of 275 pages, which includes
12 tables and 5 figures. The sources are cited correctly in the text of the dissertation.
Many current literary sources have been used, which shows that the author is well
aware of the current state of the issues of the dissertation work.

The introduction states the relevance and significance of the topic, the subject

and scope of the study, the main and specific objectives, the research problem, the
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research questions, the hypotheses, the research strategy, the sources of data and
empirical material, as well as the limitations of the work.

The first section establishes the theoretical, institutional, and conceptual
foundations of the dissertation. The place of the Border Guard in the state
administration and its relationships with other bodies of the national security system,
as well as the legal basis for functioning, powers, tasks and actions for border
protection, are examined. The criteria determining migration, changes in the social
environment, definitions of migration from a sociological, political and legal
perspective and from a security perspective, as well as the main types and forms of
external migration, are analyzed. The typologies of migration based on the causes,
mechanisms for preventing illegal migration, recognition and analysis of migration
threats and the consequences of migration for sending and receiving countries are
examined.

The second section analyzes international cooperation as one of the main
factors for the effectiveness of modern border guarding. The cooperation of the
Border Guard within the European Union, with non-EU countries, with neighboring
countries, international organizations and within various international programs is
presented. The structure, functioning, cooperation and coordination mechanisms, as
well as the challenges that the European Border Surveillance System (EUROSUR)
will face, are analyzed.

The third section examines Poland's eastern border as a space for geopolitical,
migration, military, information and criminal processes and bilateral relations with
Ukraine, Belarus and Russia. The Polish-Ukrainian section of the border is presented
as an area with particularly intense border traffic, significant social and economic
importance and, at the same time, increasing pressure as a result of the consequences
of the war, where the tasks of the Border Guard go far beyond the standard ones and
encompass managing the increased flow of people, responding to the consequences

of armed conflict, maintaining procedural efficiency under increasing pressure, and
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cooperating with numerous state and international organizations. The analysis of
relations with Belarus focuses primarily on the migration crisis, the
instrumentalization of migration, and the use of border pressure as a tool for political
and destabilizing influence. Polish-Russian relations are presented in the context of
strategic tension, movement restrictions, the risk of destabilization, and the broader
consequences of the Russian Federation's aggressive policy on regional security.
Furthermore, in this section the author demonstrates how different configurations of
political, migration, criminal and strategic factors influence the practical and future
functioning of the Border Guard.

| believe that the contributions of the dissertation are based largely on the
credibility of the content and the objectivity of the conclusions, and | would define
them as enriching the existing knowledge in the field of the protection of the state
border in conditions of cross-border, migration, criminal and hybrid threats.

The author of the dissertation has formulated scientific and applied scientific
contributions as a result of the theoretical analyses and research carried out. Among
the scientific contributions, |1 would highlight the development of a systematic
approach to studying the Border Guard as a national security structure, the
consideration of border security as a key component of the state's resilience and its
ability to function in conditions of sustained environmental destabilization and the
use of a scenario-based approach to assess the adequacy of the Border Guard’s
operational model under alternative security scenarios. As important scientific and
applied contributions, I would point out the integration into a single analytical model
of the dynamics of migration, border security, internal security, inter-institutional
cooperation and hybrid threats, the implementation of a multidimensional model for
assessing the effectiveness of the Border Guard, covering not only outcome
indicators, but also processes, interoperability, analytical capacity and
organizational sustainability, and the formulation of recommendations organized in

a different time horizon and logic of institutional intervention.



3. Assessment of the author's participation in obtaining contributions to
the dissertation work and publications on it

The dissertation research clearly demonstrates the author's high theoretical
and methodological training, which confirms his participation in obtaining the
contributions to the dissertation work and the publications on it.

The contributions are a real and logical result of the in-depth approach to
conducting the research, correspond to the set goal and are a consequence of the
consistent solution of the set research tasks.

| believe that the publications sufficiently reflect the content of the dissertation

work and ensure publicity of the scientific results.

4. Assessment of the possibilities for using the obtained results and
recommendations for their future implementation

The analysis of the dissertation work gives grounds to conclude that the results
obtained from the study can be used by a wide range of users — mostly at the
managerial, but also executive level, working in the field of politics and national
security.

It is appropriate to implement the recommendations made related to the
implementation of a systematic approach to the protection of the external borders of
the state and the European Union, which integrates regulatory, organizational,
operational and strategic dimensions, with the use of analytical models that take into
account the interrelationship between migration threats, cross-border crime and
hybrid activities, with the need to further strengthen the capabilities of the Border
Guard — for data integration, rapid dissemination of information, building a common
situational picture and transforming intelligence information into operational
decisions, with the development of cooperation, modernization, adaptability of

forces, etc.



5. Abstract for the dissertation
The submitted abstract faithfully reflects the content of the dissertation work
and complies with the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic

Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the regulations for its implementation.

6. Critical assessments, remarks and recommendations

| have no critical comments on the content of the documents submitted for
review that would reduce the quality and quantity of the results and contributions
obtained.

As a critical note, | would point out that no evidence has been presented that
the works and citations presented in the procedure are outside the publications used
in the procedures for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" and
for occupying academic positions, and that the mentioned publications and citations
are in publications referenced and indexed in the world-renowned scientific
information databases SCOPUS and Web of Science. Only a declaration is presented
that the information presented in the form of copies of documents and publications,
personally compiled reports, etc. materials corresponds to the objective truth.

| have the following recommendations:

- It is advisable for the candidate to submit a self-signed declaration that the
scientific works and citations presented in his competition documents have not been
presented in procedures for awarding the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”
and for holding academic positions and that the indicated publications and citations
are in publications referenced and indexed in the world-renowned scientific
information databases SCOPUS and Web of Science;

- Dr. Wojciech Pac to publish a book based on the dissertation, which will

help disseminate the results of the present study.



7. Other questions
| do not know the author of the dissertation and | have no joint publications

with him.

8. Presence or absence of plagiarism in the dissertation

In accordance with Art. 10, para. 2 of the Act on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, | have no information and believe that
there is no plagiarism in the dissertation submitted for evaluation. The same was

confirmed when checking the dissertation with the StrikePlagiarism system.

9. Conclusion

Considering the relevance and significance of the researched issues, the
compliance of the presented dissertation with the requirements of the Act on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for
its implementation, and the results obtained from the study, | give a positive
assessment and recommend to the members of the esteemed scientific jury to make
a decision to award Dr. Wojciech Krzysztof Pac the scientific degree “Doctor of
Science” in the Field of higher education 9. “Security and Defense”, Professional
field 9.1. “National Security”.
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