
 

 

 

 

 

OPINION  

 

by Prof. Dr. Stavri Ferdov, Department of "Preservation of Public Order and Border 

Control" at the Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of 

Bulgaria for the dissertation work of Dr. Rafal Lizut in a competition for the award 

of the scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences", at the Academy of National and 

Information Security, Plovdiv, professional field 9.1 "National Security", with the 

topic "THE IMPACT OF THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION ON 

NATIONAL SECURITY". 

1. Results of the study 

The presented dissertation is a thorough and original scientific study to define 

the stage of development of the security system and the complex dialectics in its 

development in the era of social networks and artificial intelligence. In this sense, it 

fully meets the profile of the scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences". An additional 

argument for this is the established similarity coefficients in the anti-plagiarism 

program Strike plagiarism, respectively КС1 =3.16 and КС2 = 0.55. In addition, I 

dare to claim that the work belongs to an erudite with an interdisciplinary theoretical 

orientation, to whom I have a strongly positive attitude. 

The relevance and significance of the work presented in the competition are 

predetermined by the state of the security environment in the world and on the old 

continent on the one hand and the uniqueness of the technological revolution, 



 

 

presented as industry 4. We are witnessing a change of era and security paradigm. 

And in my opinion, towards a holistic, dialectical, systematic and complex approach 

to understanding this paradigm. Our proposed dissertation is a very successful 

demonstration of this. 

The dissertation work contains a thorough theoretical and empirical analysis of 

the systems (mostly the technological system Industry 4), which integrally 

construct the new world of the individual, communities and the state, and hence 

the security system. All of this returns back to the technological system. This 

basic dialectic, this spiral is felt and explored by the author. And I think it is no 

coincidence that the main hypothesis: hypothesis 1 of the study is in the same 

context. 

In essence, science is a movement towards the absoluteness of truth. This 

dissertation is a tiny part of this movement and therefore I dare to say that here 

I can feel the "smell" of science. 

The object, subject, goal (goals), tasks, methods and scope of the study are 

correctly defined. The depth of the scientific work is reinforced by the 

operationalization of the tasks of the study and the developed hypotheses that are 

proven in the study. 

The developed and in-depth methodology, which for me is a particularly important 

indicator of scientificity and originality, a characteristic requirement for a "doctor of 

science". 

The combination of theoretical and empirical methods strengthens the argumentation 

of the theses, because this is how they become testable, verifiable. The common 

thread in the theoretical approaches used, is a systematic study of numerous 



 

 

literary sources, but also quantitative and qualitative empirical research, 

expressed in the study of empirical cases and conducting expert interviews. 

The dissertation itself is structured with the following idea: the complex and 

systematic coverage and study of the basic theory of security and the unique 

characteristics of Industry 4 and their mutual influences. I argue, however, that at the 

center of these mutual influences is the individual living in the 21st century and the 

state in the 21st century. Something like a modern sounding of Rousseau's winged 

question and thesis from the 18th century about the place of technical progress in the 

development of people and the state. 

In this sense The dissertation research enriches the accumulated knowledge and 

practice in this field. 

The author analyzes and synthesizes conclusions, generalizations and 

recommendations, expressing his own opinions and reasoned positions. 

A large-scale statistical base was used to prove the author's theses. The quotes are 

presented correctly, in an acceptable manner and correspond to the presented 

bibliography. 

2. Original contributions of the dissertation 

I recognize as an original result in scientific research the application of a systematic 

and empirical approach in proving the main and operational hypotheses by the 

author, namely: 

- the conceptual deficits of the security theory in the era of Industry 4. 

- The uniqueness of the characteristics of Industry 4, compared to other technological 

revolutions in the history of mankind 

- The dialectical relationship between security, technology, personality and state 



 

 

- The need for interdisciplinary integration between the systems of society as an 

adequate response to Industry 4. 

- New personal and civic digital culture and sustainability 

- The need for proactive management of technology, and not vice versa; technology 

proactively managing man today. Something that is constantly happening today. 

 

3. Recommendations and remarks: 

 I had the opportunity to note in another similar review of a Polish colleague in a 

competition for a "doctor of science" that full correspondence between the 

dissertation and the abstract is necessary. I will only note once more that  the 

dissertation is defended in Bulgaria. In this sense, the dissertation itself should be 

translated into Bulgarian. This would overcome inaccuracies and discrepancies. 

4. Conclusion: 

     1. With the remark made in this way, I give a convinced positive opinion of the 

scientific work presented in the competition. 

     2. I do not establish plagiarism and scientific indicators are correctly presented. 

     3. I propose to the esteemed jury to make a decision on the acquisition of the 

scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences" to Dr. Rafal Lizut. 

 

Gave the opinion: Prof. Dr. Stavri Ferdov 

08.08.2026. Sofia 

 



 

 

 

 

 


