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1. Relevance and significance of the scientific problem being developed

The dissertation submitted for opinion examines the Polish border guard through
the prism of protecting state borders on the one hand and on the other hand as a key
participant in the national security system. The work adopts the perspective that the
protection of the eastern border — which is also the external border of the European Union
and the Schengen area — is an area where border, internal, international and, in certain
circumstances, military security intersect. This approach to border security allows us to
go beyond the traditional description of legal competences and present the forces as a
frontline institution in the state’s response to cross-border threats.

The work presented for defense proves the relevance and significance of the
scientific problem both in structural terms and through the results obtained. The
dissertation work was developed in an area where there is available research and
applications in practice, as well as a number of still unresolved issues, some of which are
a significant scientific research challenge.

The scientific value of this dissertation work consists of bridging the gap between
research focused on only on legal, organizational or migration questions . The dissertation
raises the claim that Border Guarding should be analyzed at the intersection of law, public
policy and operational practice. This approach allows understanding not only the formal
fundamentals of the operations of the forces, but also of the real dynamics of their
functioning in borderline conditions crises, migratory pressures and hybrid threats.

In this regard, PhD Wojciech Krzysztof PAC has set a rather ambitious and not so
easy to achieve research goal, namely: “...... to define the role of the Polish border guard
in the protection of the national security on the eastern border and to assess the
effectiveness of its activities in this regard ” .

This one dissertation is theoretical and empirical in its essence, based on mixed
research strategy. The theoretical approach uses the systems approach, the institutional-
legal approach, the literary analysis and criticism, and the comparative approach. The
empirical approach uses document analysis , statistical data analysis, case studies, and a
scenario approach. This selection of methods allow identifying the links between the

normative, organizational and operational level of activity of the Border Guard.
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The present study was conducted in connection with the rapid pace imposed in the
modern world. shifting security environment to the east since 2014 and especially since
2021 and 2022. The migration crisis on the Polish-Belarusian border, the instrumental use
of migration pressure by state agencies subjects, the consequences of the full-scale
aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the growing importance of hybrids
threats and the ongoing cross- border activity crime led to the fact that border protection
ceased to be perceived only as administrative and supervisory task. It has become a
component of sustainability, institutional authority and practical the state 's ability to
respond to crisis situations.

Border management Security is one of the pillars of internal security of the
Republic Poland , but the activities related with security, cover a wide range of problems
and areas of state activity , which represent the field of analysis undertaken in this work.
This dissertation examines the real ones challenges faced are upright organizations from
the system of internal security, struggling to navigate a complex and turbulent security
environment .

In this context, the dissertation focuses on the analysis of evolution the approach to
ensuring safety through the border guard in the protection of Poland 's national security
and the international cooperation with others border services.

The research is focused on the eastern border in the conditions of migratory
pressure and hybrid threats and the relations of the Republic Poland, regarding border
guards with Ukraine, Belarus and Russia.

The value of the study also relates to its relevance and the broad perspective of the
undertaken analyses — current ones challenges in the field of management of the Border
Guard of the Republic of Poland, related not only to civilizational changes or turbulence
external environment, but also with social changes redefining the specifics of the
organizational culture and the needs of the domestic interested countries, impose the
search for new solutions in the field of security.

This one A dissertation provides synthesized and supplemented knowledge that can
contribute to creating a safe environment and promoting a specific culture of internal

safety.
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In this sense, the topic of the dissertation “The role of border guards in the
protection of Poland s national security and against threats on the eastern border” is
particularly relevant. It has not only a strong theoretical, but also a certain practical and
applied significance.

The main content of the scientific work of PhD Wojciech Krzysztof PAC fully
corresponds to the topic of his dissertation “The Role of Border Guards in the Protection
of the national security of Poland and against threats on the eastern border”. The
dissertation proposed for opinion concerns scientific issues in the subject area of security
and defense, which are categorically dissertable.

The results of such a scientific study are absolutely necessary and would definitely
contribute to the improvement of the strategic and operational plans for internal security
of the Republic of Poland. Considering that studies of similar content are still rare in the
Republic of Poland, the present dissertation will fill a vacuum in the national security
system of the country, related to internal security and can be considered as a prerequisite

for success in building a high level of security of a national and supranational nature.

2. Evaluation of the scientific results and contributions of the dissertation

work
The scientific results obtained in the dissertation give me solid grounds to support
the claims for contributions indicated by the candidate for the award of the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor of Sciences” in the abstract, which | define in two main
areas as scientific and scientific-applied contributions and connect them with the

following achieved results:

2.1. Contributions of scientific significance:

2.1.1. Developing a unique, systematic approach to the Border Guard of the
Republic of Poland, as a national security structure, and not just as a force
for protecting state borders.

2.1.2. Integrating the perspectives of migration, border security, internal
security, interinstitutional collaboration and hybrid threats in a single

analytical model.
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2.1.3. Identified are key gaps in the adaptation of the Border Guard in
conditions of long-term migratory pressure and hybrid threats, especially
in the areas of crisis management, integration of technology with risk
analysis, and staff stabilization.

2.1.4. Deduced are Border Guard management systems and standards.

2.2. Contributions of scientific and applied significance:

2.2.1. A multidimensional approach is proposed. a model for assessing the
effectiveness of the Border Guard, covering not only outcome indicators,
but also processes, interoperability, analytical capacity and
organizational sustainability.

2.2.2. A scenario analysis was applied to assess the adequacy of the Border
Guard operational model against alternative scenarios for the
development of the security environment in the eastern direction.

2.2.3. Formulated and structured are theoretical and practical recommendations
arising from directly from the research thesis.

2.2.4. An algorithm for crisis management has been derived. Border Guard
safety.

The analysis and interpretation of the data contain the necessary theoretical
generalizations in the search for a new solution to a current problem in the field of security
management, thus representing an original contribution to modern science.

In scientific terms, the proposed dissertation can be used in the educational process
of a wide range of readers - for doctoral students, students and postgraduates from ANIS
- Plovdiv, and also be intended for use in training in related specialties in the professional
field of “National Security” in other higher educational institutions and research institutes
working in the field of security and defense in the country and abroad.

In practical terms, the applicability of the development is expected to be more
significant, as it provides a good platform for the systematic understanding and
accumulation of knowledge by state institutions in security management related to the
border guard of the Republic of Poland.
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3. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism

To date, | am not aware of any reports of plagiarism, whether anonymous or non-
anonymous, regarding the candidate's publications. | have no evidence that the submitted
scientific work or part of it has been plagiarized.

| believe that the dissertation work is personal case on PhD Wojciech Krzysztof
PAC.

4. Critical notes and recommendations

The dissertation is a thorough and independent scientific work on a current problem
and, with the achieved scientific and applied scientific contributions, proves the doctoral
student's ability to independently develop issues in the field of national security.

The presented dissertation and its abstract contain technical and editorial errors,
Inaccuracies and repetitions in its preparation by the author, which do not diminish its
scientific value.

The aforementioned shortcomings do not negatively affect the significance of the
contributions in the dissertation.

My main recommendation is that the results of the study, in addition to the abstract
and publications on the topic, should receive the necessary publicity through the

publication of a textbook or teaching aid on the topic in Bulgarian and English.

5. Conclusion

The proposed dissertation by PhD Wojciech Krzysztof PAC on the topic: “The role
of border guards in the protection of Poland ‘s national security and against threats on
the eastern border” is a fully completed scientific work that corresponds to the title and
main content of the work.

| believe that the dissertation work of the doctoral student PhD Wojciech Krzysztof
PAC meets the requirements of Art. 6 (3) of the Act on the Development of Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and Art. 27 of the Regulations for its implementation
and is the necessary basis for awarding the scientific degree “Doctor of Sciences” in the
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field of higher education: 9. “Security and Defense”, professional field 9.1 “National

Security”.

6. Dissertation evaluation

The presented dissertation of PhD Wojciech Krzysztof PAC meets the
requirements of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria and the Regulations for the Implementation of the Act on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

| give a positive assessment of the dissertation on the topic: “The role of the
border guard in the protection of Poland ‘s national security and against threats on the
eastern border” with author PhD Wojciech Krzysztof PAC.

MEMBER OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY:
COLONEL ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR PhD ENG. GALIN IVANOV
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