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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

Dr. Rafal Lizut was born on 19.12.1977 in Lublin (Poland). He

graduated from the Ukrainian State University of Food Technology in

Kiev in 2001 with a degree in “Master of Economics and Management of

Organizations”. He defended his doctoral dissertation on the topic:

“Institutional Support of Forms of Governance in the System of Agrarian

Relations” at the Taras Shevchenko National University in Kiev in 2013.

Since 2016, he has been a professor (IT) at the Saint Mary

Polytechnic University, Nigeria, and since 2019, he has been a professor

(Economics) at the Dnipropetrovsk State University of Internal Affairs in

Ukraine. Since 2024, he has been an “Associate Professor” at the Bogdan

Khmelnytskyi Melitopol State Pedagogical University, Ukraine.

Dr. Rafal Lizut is fluent in Polish, English, Spanish, Italian and

Russian. He has a rich biography in the field of scientific, teaching and



research activities and enduring interests in a wide spectrum of

knowledge.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation work

The dissertation work submitted for statement has the characteristics

of a comprehensive and complete in-depth scientific research. The

content of the dissertation work is 245 pages long and is structured by an

introduction, five chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography. The 40

publications presented include individual monographs - 3, scientific

articles - 37, including 7 in the SCOPUS scientometric database and 5 in

the Web of Science scientometric database. All publications of the author

are related to the research problem. The author has 205 citations, Hirsch

index - 8, and has used 330 sources of knowledge in his dissertation work.

The relevance of the topic is determined by many factors, at least

two of which can be pointed out. First, research on the topic of

dissertation work on 4IR in world science is in its initial stage of

development. In this context, the proposed work is one of the pioneering

scientific studies. Second, the study of the complex direct and reversible

relationships generated by 4IR and social systems is of decisive relevance

for the scientifically based management of the state, regional and global

systems. The author studied the complex interactive relationships

between technological innovations, social transformation and state

security. The general object of the study is 4IR, which the author analyzes

as dynamic processes of merging cyber-physical systems, ubiquitous

Internet connectivity and data analysis with artificial intelligence, causing

multifaceted impacts on the stability, management and sustainability of

modern states, considered as social systems.

The author correctly decomposes this object of study into three

interconnected constituent objects of study, namely: terminological and



conceptual foundations; historical and structural dynamics of 4IR;

political and social feedback.

The form and content of the scientific research corresponds to the

generally accepted requirements for a scientific dissertation work. The

introduction reflects the required attributes, and the content of the

chapters is presented in methodological sequence. Conducted for in-depth

analysis and substantiated conclusions. The methodologies, methods and

research tools used have contributed to the implementation of the

research tasks set.

The author makes many important scientifically based conclusions

and criticizes some of them, such as the popular thesis that technological

determinism represents a strategic limitation for the application of

regulatory instruments in democratic governance. He argues that 4IR

requires stable ethical frameworks, social dialogue and legally

enforceable standards to ensure that technological changes serve the well-

being of society. He justifies his thesis that without participatory

governance, transparency and accountability, social reforms risk turning

into an administratively hierarchical management approach that

undermines public trust and the socio-economic stability of the state.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied

results

The obtained scientific and scientific-applied results by the author

are the result of the correct organization of the research on the

dissertation topic, namely goal setting, determination of the object,

subject, methodology, methods, research tasks, which together with the

performed analyses have led to the synthesis of useful knowledge,

recommendations and contributions.

The scientific and applied contributions of the author indicated in the

Reference arise from the results achieved in the dissertation research.



They represent contributions to the knowledge for increasing the security

of the organization in the conditions of 4IR. They may be useful for

members of the legislative body of the state, state management officials,

the scientific community, practitioners, researchers, students and all those

interested in the topic.

I accept and confirm the scientific and applied contributions

indicated by the author.

4. Evaluation of the dissertation publications

The publications submitted for review are related to the topic of the

dissertation work and enable the scientific community to become familiar

with the author's achievements.

5. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract accurately and truthfully reflects the author's

achievements in the dissertation work and fulfills its purpose.

6. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

I have no significant notes on the dissertation work submitted for

statement that would in any way affect the author's achievements in the

materials submitted for opinion development.

Conclusion

I give an overall positive assessment of the proposals for a

dissertation statement, I vote positively and I invite the esteemed

members of the Scientific Jury to vote positively for awarding the

scientific degree "Doctor of Science", in the professional field "9.1

National Security" to Dr. Rafal Andrzej Lizut.
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