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1. Information about the doctoral candidate

Dr. Wojciech Krzysztof Pac completed his Master’s degree studies

in 1992 at the John Paul II Catholic University in Lublin. In 2005, he

completed his doctoral dissertation (PhD) in Sociology at Cardinal Stefan

Wyszyński University in Warsaw, titled: "Dynamics of Local

Government Transformation in the 1990s on the Example of the

Municipality of Krosno."

From 1991 to 1999, Dr. Pac taught at the High School in Sieniawa,

and from 1999 to 2004, he taught at the Rev. Franciszek Winnicki

Mechanical and Woodworking School Complex in Przemyśl. Since 2005,

he has been a lecturer at the East European State University (PWSW) in



Przemyśl, which was renamed the State Academy of Applied Sciences in

Przemyśl in 2021.

2. General overview of the presented dissertation

The relevance of the topic stems from issues arising from the

dynamic nature of the contemporary situation within the scope of the

dissertation research.

The dissertation submitted for review possesses the characteristics of

a comprehensive, complete, and in-depth scientific study. The work spans

258 pages and is structured as follows: an introduction, three chapters, a

conclusion, a bibliography (comprising 181 entries — including 58

monographs and reports, 13 scientific articles, 45 legal acts, and 65 web

sources), a list of 5 figures and 12 tables, and a list of abbreviations.

At the time of preparing this review, the dissertation, the author's

abstract, and other related materials have been submitted.

The form and content of the research largely align with generally

accepted requirements for a doctoral dissertation. The introduction

includes the necessary elements, and the content of the chapters follows a

methodological sequence. Analyses have been conducted and conclusions

drawn. The methodologies, methods, and research tools employed have

contributed to the fulfillment of the established research objectives.

The object of the research is not explicitly or separately defined in

the dissertation itself, nor in the abstract. While it is present within the

dissertation text, this does not waive the aforementioned fundamental

requirement for a dissertation — particularly one submitted for the degree

of Doctor of Science. Confirmation that the object of research can be

inferred from the text may be found on page 16, within the formulation of

the main research question and the statement of the primary hypothesis,

as follows: “The Role of the Border Guard Service in the National

Security of the Republic of Poland.” From this, the subject of the research



logically follows, as defined by the author on page 13: “The Border

Guard Service of the Republic of Poland.”

3. Assessment of the obtained scientific and applied scientific

results

The following may be cited among the author’s significant scientific

contributions:

1. The legal framework governing the Border Guard has been

analyzed, and it has been proved that this framework directly influences

the service's operational capacity, response capabilities, and ability to

cooperate with other agencies and institutions.

2. The organizational and operational dimensions of Border Guard

operations have been examined. It has been proved that effective border

protection requires a coordinated management system, an efficient flow

of information, and the ability to adapt quickly to situations of heightened

migratory pressure by land and sea.

3. It has been proved that the tasks performed by the Polish Border

Guard have national, European, and international dimensions.

4. The external border of the Republic of Poland is also an external

border of the European Union. In this context, the study examines key

typologies of migration and its causes, mechanisms for preventing illegal

migration, the identification and analysis of migration-related threats, and

the consequences of migration for both sending and receiving countries.

5. It has been demonstrated that protecting the external border of a

European Union Member State cannot be effective if reliance is placed

solely on national resources and the logic of an institutional paradigm.

6. The method of staff secondment has been analyzed as a tool for

building operational capabilities, accumulating experience, developing

interoperability, and strengthening the position of the Polish Border

Guard in the international environment.



7. It has been demonstrated that modern border effectiveness

depends less and less on the number of personnel or technical field

resources and increasingly on the ability to operate within an integrated

information environment.

8. An interdisciplinary and methodological approach has been

developed to analyze the role of the Border Guard in safeguarding

national security at the eastern border.

I consider the following to be among the author's key scientific and

applied contributions:

1. Recommendations have been proposed for streamlining

operational procedures, enhancing international coordination and

cooperation, establishing sustainable networks, and exchanging

experience regarding best practices.

2. The application of artificial intelligence and big data analytic has

been proposed for analyzing evolving forms of crime, the role of

international institutions, and the importance of training and professional

development for personnel within the border protection system.

3. Recommendations have been made regarding the significance of

the Schengen system for the protection of Poland's eastern border.

4. Three key systems determining the security situation along

Poland's eastern border with Ukraine, Belarus, and the Russian

Federation have been analyzed, and recommendations have been

formulated.

5. Recommendations have been made concerning the balance

between conflicting security requirements and the need to maintain

humanitarian and operational capacity during periods of intense cross-

border population flows.

6. The author successfully establishes a practical link between

classical border protection and the issue of hybrid threats.



7. The thesis is substantiated that the modern protection of Poland's

eastern border requires practical measures extending beyond the

traditional, linear concept of border security.

4. Evaluation of publications related to the dissertation

Based on the submitted list of publications, it can be concluded that

they fall within the scope of the dissertation topic.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation abstract

The abstract accurately and faithfully reflects the author's

achievements in the dissertation and fulfills its purpose in accordance

with regulatory requirements.

6. Critical remarks, recommendations, and questions

The following critical remarks may be addressed regarding the

materials submitted by the author for review:

1. The candidate, Dr. Wojciech Pac, should submit to ANIS and the

members of the Scientific Jury a signed list of the publications presented

for review in this procedure — specifically those that have not been

submitted for review during his participation in other competitions — in

accordance with Art. 40 of the ANIS Regulations on the Application of

the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of

Bulgaria (PPZRAS).

2. The author must submit a signed list of their scientific and

applied-scientific contributions contained in the materials submitted for

review under this procedure — in accordance with the requirements of

the Regulations on the Application of the Law on the Development of the

Academic Staff (PPZRAS) — along with information specifying the

publications and page numbers where each contribution can be found.

The recommendations made do not diminish the quality or the

author's achievements regarding the dissertation submitted for review and

evaluation.



Conclusion

Considering the significance and relevance of the subject matter, the

compliance of the presented dissertation with the requirements of the

“Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of

Bulgaria” and the Regulations for its implementation, as well as the

results obtained from the research, I give a positive assessment and

recommend that the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury decide to

award the academic degree of "Doctor of Sciences" in the Higher

Education Area 9 "Security and Defence," Professional Field 9.1

"National Security," to Dr. WOJCIECH KRZYSZTOF PAC.

Signature: ………………………
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