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Dear Members of the Scientific Jury, 

I hereby present this opinion on the dissertation of Dr. Wojciech Krzysztof Patz entitled 

“The Role of the Border Guard in Protecting Poland’s National Security and Countering 

Threats along the Eastern Border”, submitted for the award of the academic degree of 

“Doctor of Sciences” in professional field 9.1. “National Security”. 

The assessment has been prepared on the basis of the dissertation and its abstract, the 

documents concerning the candidate’s professional and academic development, the 

statement of compliance with the minimum national requirements, and the minutes of the 

first meeting of the scientific jury. 

1. General Overview of the Procedure and the Candidate 

By Order No. 192/18.05.2026 of the Rector of the Academy of National and Information 

Security, a scientific jury was appointed for the procedure for awarding the academic degree 

of “Doctor of Sciences” to Dr Wojciech Krzysztof Patz. By decision adopted at the jury’s first 

meeting, I was appointed to prepare an opinion. 

Dr Wojciech Patz has held a PhD in Sociology since 2005. His doctoral dissertation 

examined the dynamics of the transformation of local self-government during the 1990s, 

using the Municipality of Krosno as a case study. 

Since 2005, he has worked at the State Academy of Applied Sciences in Przemyśl. His 

academic and teaching activities include courses such as philosophy of security, cross-

border security institutions, the local dimension of security, the national crisis-management 

system, security research methodology, analysis of social and cultural risks, and relations 

in the Polish-Ukrainian border area. 

The candidate’s professional profile demonstrates a sustained interest in the 

institutional, social and cross-border dimensions of security. 

His participation in academic governance and quality-assurance bodies, as well as in 

scholarly forums addressing public order and national security, provides an appropriate 

foundation for the preparation of the submitted dissertation. 

2. Compliance with the Minimum National Requirements 

The submitted statement of scientometric indicators establishes that the candidate 

satisfies the requirements for the award of the academic degree of “Doctor of Sciences”. The 

following results are reported by indicator group: 

Group Points Basis 

A 50 
Awarded educational and academic degree of 

“Doctor” 

B 100 
Dissertation submitted for the academic degree 

of “Doctor of Sciences” 



C 420 Monographs, a book and scientific publications 

D 300 Citations in scientific publications 

 

The statement includes a monograph on the role of territorial self-government, a book 

concerning the role of the Border Guard in the national security system and the protection 

of the eastern border of the Schengen Area, publications in peer-reviewed and indexed 

journals, and citation data. 

The quantitative indicators are sufficient and provide grounds for concluding that the 

formal scientometric requirements have been fulfilled. 

3. Relevance, Structure and Affiliation with the Professional Field 

The topic is highly relevant. Poland’s eastern border is simultaneously a state border, 

an external border of the European Union and the Schengen Area, and a zone directly 

affected by the consequences of the war in Ukraine, the crisis at the Polish-Belarusian 

border, cross-border crime and hybrid influence operations. 

Under these conditions, the Border Guard must perform tasks that extend beyond 

traditional administrative control and include early warning, information exchange, 

interinstitutional coordination, crisis response, and participation in safeguarding societal 

and state resilience. 

The dissertation comprises 258 pages and is structured into a methodological 

introduction, three main sections, conclusions and recommendations, a bibliography, and 

accompanying lists. 

It includes 12 tables and 5 figures. The bibliography contains 181 sources, comprising 

58 monographs and reports, 13 scientific articles, 45 legal acts, and 65 online sources. 

The period examined is primarily 2014–2025, while the geographical scope covers 

Poland’s borders with Ukraine, Belarus and the Russian Federation. 

The first section presents the legal status, powers and organisational structure of the 

Border Guard under conditions of migratory pressure. 

The second section analyses international cooperation, European Union institutions, 

liaison officers, EUROSUR, and information-exchange mechanisms. 

The third section examines the eastern border under conditions of migratory pressure 

and hybrid threats, including relations with Ukraine, Belarus and Russia, the future of the 

Schengen system, and the technological modernisation of border control. 

The subject matter, objectives and institutional interactions analysed are directly and 

sufficiently clearly related to professional field 9.1. “National Security”. The dissertation 

examines the Border Guard as an element of a broader system in which border, internal, 

public, military and European security intersect. 



4. Methodology, Results and Contributions 

The principal research objective is to determine the role of the Polish Border Guard in 

protecting national security along the eastern border and to assess the effectiveness of its 

activities. One principal hypothesis and six specific hypotheses are formulated, addressing 

the nature of the threats, the systemic role of the Border Guard, the adequacy of the 

organisational and legal model, the quality of cooperation, the use of technology, and 

preparedness for different development scenarios. 

The research strategy combines systemic and institutional-legal approaches, analysis of 

scholarly literature, legal and strategic documents, official statistics and reports of Polish 

and European institutions, case studies of specific crises, and scenario analysis. 

The dissertation substantiates the conclusion that traditional cross-border threats — 

illegal migration, smuggling, document fraud and trafficking in human beings — are 

increasingly combined with politically instrumentalised migratory pressure, information 

operations, and other hybrid activities below the threshold of armed conflict. 

In this environment, the effectiveness of the Border Guard depends not merely on the 

number of persons apprehended or refusals of entry, but also on the quality of risk analysis, 

timely information exchange, interoperability, resource resilience, and the capacity to 

coordinate with the police, armed forces, intelligence and security services, Frontex, and 

other national and European institutions. 

The principal scientific and applied contributions may be summarised as follows: 

A. Scientific contributions: 

1. The Border Guard is analysed as a systemic actor in national security, rather than 

solely as a specialised service responsible for the physical protection and administrative 

control of the state border. 

2. Migratory pressure, cross-border crime, internal security, interinstitutional and 

international cooperation, and hybrid threats are integrated within a common analytical 

framework. 

3. Weaknesses are identified in crisis management, the integration of technology with 

risk analysis, inter-agency coordination, and human-resource resilience. 

B. Scientific and applied contributions: 

1. A multidimensional framework for assessing effectiveness is proposed, 

encompassing outcomes, procedures, information and analytical capacity, interoperability, 

and organisational resilience. 

2. Scenarios of stabilisation, prolonged pressure and escalation are developed, together 

with practical recommendations for improving procedures, technological capabilities, 

training and cooperation. 



The dissertation offers a useful integration of institutional, legal and operational 

analysis and links border security to state resilience under prolonged hybrid pressure. 

5. Critical Comments and Recommendations 

The following critical comments may be made regarding the dissertation. They do not 

invalidate the results achieved, but identify matters that should be refined in a subsequent 

publication and in the further development of the research. 

1. The distinction between “state security” and “national security” is not sufficiently 

clarified. The first section is entitled “The Border Guard in the State Security System”, 

whereas the title, subject matter, objective and hypotheses of the dissertation consistently 

use the concept of “national security”. In parts of the exposition, the two concepts are treated 

as interchangeable, without a clear conceptual relationship between them being established. 

This distinction is particularly important in the context of border protection. The Border 

Guard protects sovereignty and the state border, while simultaneously performing 

obligations relating to the right to asylum, non-refoulement, public order, individual rights, 

and Poland’s commitments as a Member State of the European Union. It would therefore 

be more precise to use national security as the overarching framework. 

2. The human-rights dimension should be incorporated more consistently into the 

concept of effectiveness itself. The dissertation correctly identifies the right to asylum, the 

principle of non-refoulement, and the need to comply with international human-rights 

standards. These matters, however, are not systematically embedded in the model for 

assessing the activities of the Border Guard. 

A border service may achieve strong operational results, but the assessment of its 

effectiveness must also encompass the lawfulness and proportionality of the measures taken 

in relation to the individual rights affected. Integrating these indicators would reduce the 

risk of national security being narrowed to the protection of the state border and would 

correspond more fully to the author’s broad concept of security as institutional and societal 

resilience. 

In view of these comments, I would ask the following two questions to the candidate: 

First, how precisely does he distinguish state security from national security, and where 

does he position the Border Guard in the relationship between the two categories? 

Second, what are the principal indicators through which the proposed model can, in 

practice, simultaneously assess operational effectiveness, lawfulness and institutional 

resilience? 



 

6. Plagiarism Check and Personal Impressions 

Within the materials provided, I have neither identified nor received information 

indicating plagiarism or the unreliability of the scientific results presented. This finding 

relates to the content of the materials submitted and does not replace the checks conducted 

in accordance with the established institutional procedure. 

I am familiar with the candidate’s scientific and professional activities through the 

documents submitted. They demonstrate extensive academic experience, a sustained 

interest in issues of local, cross-border and national security, and an ability to systematise a 

substantial body of legal, institutional and analytical material. 

 

7. Conclusion 

The dissertation addresses a significant and relevant issue and is thematically related to 

professional field 9.1. “National Security”. 

The study has the requisite scope, a coherent structure, and scientific and applied results 

concerning the role of the Border Guard, interinstitutional cooperation, the assessment of 

effectiveness, and state resilience under migratory and hybrid pressure. 

The critical comments concern the need for a conceptual distinction between state and 

national security, more precise empirical operationalisation of effectiveness, validation of 

the proposed model, and more consistent incorporation of human rights into the assessment 

framework. They do not affect the dissertation’s principal scientific value and do not alter 

my positive assessment. 

For the reasons set out above, I give a positive assessment of the dissertation “The Role 

of the Border Guard in Protecting Poland’s National Security and Countering Threats along 

the Eastern Border” and propose that the distinguished scientific jury award Dr Wojciech 

Krzysztof Patz the academic degree of “Doctor of Sciences” in field of higher education 9. 

“Security and Defence”, professional field 9.1. “National Security”. 
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Prof. Dr. Vasil Hristov Georgiev 
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